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Executive summary  

At its 123rd session held in Real Sitio de San Ildefonso, Segovia, Spain, on 30 May 2025, the 
Executive Council decided by secret ballot to recommend to the General Assembly, at its 26th 
session, the appointment of Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais (United Arab Emirates) as Secretary-General 
for the period 2026-2029.  

The General Assembly, having before it the recommendation put forward by the Executive Council 
in its decision 6(CXXIII), is invited to appoint Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais as Secretary-General for the 
period 2026-2029 in accordance with Article 22 of the Statutes. 

http://www.unwto.org/
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DRAFT RESOLUTION1 
 

Agenda item 7 
Appointment of the Secretary-General for the period 2026-2029  

on the recommendation of the Executive Council 
(document A/26/7) 

 

The General Assembly, 

Having before it Articles 12(c) and 22 of the Statutes and Rules 38(e), 43(1) and 53(1) of its Rules of 
Procedure, 

Having noted the recommendation put forward by the Executive Council in its decision 6(CXXIII), 

Decides to appoint Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais as Secretary-General for the period 2026-2029. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
1 This is a draft resolution. For the final resolution adopted by the Assembly, please refer to the Resolutions document issued 
at the end of the session.  
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I. Introduction  

1. At its 123rd session, the Executive Council (Real Sitio de San Ildefonso, Segovia, Spain, 29-30 
May 2025) was required to recommend to the 26th session of the General Assembly a nominee 
to the post of Secretary-General for the period 2026-2029 pursuant to Rule 29 of its Rules of 
Procedure and Articles 12(c) and 22 of the Statutes, in accordance with the rules and procedures 
established in decision 9(CXXII) adopted at its 122nd session (CE/122/6 rev.2). 

2. Having held a vote by secret ballot, the Executive Council decided to recommend to the General 
Assembly the appointment of Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais (United Arab Emirates) as Secretary-
General. 

II. Recommendation of the Executive Council 

3. On the basis of decision 17(XCIV) laying down the rules of procedure for the appointment of a 
nominee to the post of Secretary-General, the Council held two secret ballots during the meeting 
in accordance with the guiding principles for the conduct of elections by secret ballot annexed to 
the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

4. During the first secret ballot among the eligible candidates, Mr. Muhammad Adam (Ghana) 
received 2 votes, Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais (United Arab Emirates) received 16 votes, Ms. Gloria 
Guevara (Mexico) received 6 votes, and Mr. Harry Theoharis (Greece) received 11 votes. 

5. Since none of the candidates received the required simple majority of votes in the first ballot, a 
second ballot was held and Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais (United Arab Emirates) received 24 votes 
and Mr. Harry Theoharis (Greece) received 11 votes. 

6. Therefore, Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais (United Arab Emirates) was recommended by the Council as 
the nominee for the post of Secretary-General for the period 2026-2029 (CE/DEC/6(CXXIII)).  
The curriculum vitae and statement of policy and management intent of Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais 
is available as Annex I of this document. 

III. Actions to be taken by the General Assembly 

7. The General Assembly, having before it Articles 12(c) and 22 of the Statutes and Rules 38(e), 
43(1) and 53(1) of its Rules of Procedure, and on the recommendation put forward by the 
Executive Council in its decision 6(CXXIII), is invited to appoint Ms. Shaikha Al Nowais as 
Secretary-General for the period 2026-2029. 

*** 

  

https://pre-webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2024-11/CE122_06_Procedure%20and%20calendar%20appointment%20Secretary-General%202026-2029_rev2.pdf?VersionId=UDX3oCQA.tJlkbjEaenvvZcSl_FyHpEv
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Annex I:  Curriculum vitae and statement of policy and management intent of Shaikha Al 
Nowais 
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